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September 4, 2020 

Dear William Spyropoulos Parents, 
  
On behalf of Father Paul Palesty, our Pastor, Mr. Paul Misthos, our Parish President, Mrs. Elaine 
Mallios, our School Board President, Mrs. Georgia Kakivelis, our Assistant Principal, our faculty 
and staff, I would like to welcome you all to the 2020-2021 school year. The start of this new 
school year is unlike that of previous years; however, it is a year that we go into with hope, 
ambition and faith that all will go well and that soon we can resume our traditional ways so that 
our calendar can fill again with exciting events, trips and assemblies.  Despite the unorthodox 
start to the new school year, we look ahead at a year that is filled with promise and opportunity 
as we continue to strive to find ways and methods that will help us grow and become better in 
order to meet the challenges and demands of our times. As we cross the threshold of this new 
school year, we would like to start with a promise that we will make every effort to make this 
another year of engaging, productive, rigorous work inside and outside of the classroom. We 
have been working and planning diligently to make sure that we provide a safe, warm and 
welcoming school environment that will address the needs of all of our students. 

Throughout the summer, we have all been planning and preparing to welcome our students back 
into our building once again. We miss them and we cannot wait to see their adorable faces and 
hear their beautiful voices fill our corridors with sounds that are so welcoming to our ears. Our 
dedicated and enthusiastic teachers have been working tirelessly to get the classrooms ready to 
welcome their students back into their loving environment whether it is in person or virtually. 
Our dedicated office staff is working around the clock to finalize registration, order supplies, 
update student records and prepare schedules so that we are ready for the first day. Our Parish 
Council Board Members, maintenance committee, and hardworking custodians have spent the 
entire summer renovating classrooms, upgrading our AC system, moving furniture, and 
thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting the building, making sure it is completely ready according 
to CDC and DOH guidelines.  Our PTA has been working enthusiastically ordering supplies and 
making sure that every desk has a plastic guard so that our students have their own personal safe 
space. Watching everyone work together with love and dedication, preparing for this unique first 
day of school warms my heart and reassures me that we will get through this and we will come 
out of this stronger, better, and more united.  We are all one community with a common goal, 
which is to create a safe and outstanding school environment where our children learn and grow 
happily and successfully. 

An outstanding environment, 
where children learn and grow happily and successfully



The William Spyropoulos Greek - American Day School 
Of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 

43-15 196 St., Flushing N.Y.11358 
Tel. (718) 357-5583/ Fax (718) 428-3051 

www.wmspyropoulosschool.org 
________________________________________________________________________ 

                         Mary Tzallas           Georgia Kakivelis 
                         Principal                                   Assistant Principal 

In our effort to make sure that each year brings growth and positive change, it gives me great 
pleasure to inform you of the wonderful things that are happening in our school this year. First, 
we have added three new enthusiastic and promising teachers to our staff. We are excited to 
welcome Ms. Erene Litis as the new first grade teacher. Erene brings a lot of enthusiasm, love, 
and nurturing into the classroom, making the individual needs of her students her top priority. We 
also welcome Mrs. Maryann Kenouryiakis as our new third grade teacher. Maryann brings a lot 
of experience, passion and a strong background in literacy and writing into her classroom which 
guarantees the making of some avid readers and great writers in her class.  We are also happy to 
welcome Mrs. Louise Karasakalides as the new fifth grade teacher. Louse brings knowledge, 
experience, enthusiasm and a very strong work ethic in the classroom guaranteeing a love for 
learning in all areas. We are fortunate to have all three of these wonderful educators on our 
faculty which is growing into a strong and dynamic group of educators. There have also been 
some very positive changes within our faculty which will only make our students’ experience 
and our curriculum stronger and better. Our beloved Mrs. Perdik has moved up to Junior High 
School and is now our new Math teacher. Mrs. Perdik brings a very strong foundation in Math 
and a passion for teaching it. Her students will be fortunate to have such a passionate 
Mathematician and engaging educator as their teacher.  Another change that we are all very 
excited about is one that has made one of our teachers’ dreams come true. Our much loved Ms. 
Sofia Catechis has been patiently waiting for the day she can become a regular elementary 
school teacher, and this year her dream has come true. Ms. Catechis is an additional fourth grade 
teacher, and she is eagerly waiting to welcome her students into her homeroom. Ms. Catechis 
brings a lot of enthusiasm, nurture and love into her teaching and into her classroom, and her 
students will be fortunate to have such a caring and loving teacher.    

In addition to all these positive and exciting changes, I would like to let you know that a great 
deal of time, effort, and thought has gone into the process of students’ placement for the 2020- 
2021 school year. Careful consideration was given to teachers’ input and students’ learning style.  
Class lists have been made so that they reflect an academic and social balance. This year, student 
placement required an even greater effort as social distance guidelines needed to be taken under 
consideration.  Keeping that in mind, please understand that moving students is very difficult 
without causing a disruption to that balance. I thank you in advance for being cooperative and 
helping your child understand that it’s not always possible to place students with all their friends 
or a preferred teacher. We are all a family, and we all work together to make school a place 
where we all get along and accept each other while striving to make it a positive experience for 
all. Please remember that, especially this year, it can take a few days for a child to adjust to a 
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new school, grade, group and teacher, so please be encouraging and positive. We look forward to 
making this year a great one for all our students 

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind all those who have traveled internationally or 
to domestic hotspots in the past 14 days to please follow the guidelines for quarantine to ensure 
the integrity of our plan and the safety of our school family. As we move forward into this 
extraordinary beginning of the new school year, it is important that we all do our part in keeping 
our Wm. Spyropoulos population healthy and safe and our school open and running smoothly.  
We count on your trust, support, and cooperation.  

Please know that, here at Wm. Spyropoulos, we highly value positive home/ school 
communication as it is a vital and integral part of a student’s success, so let’s all work together to 
do what is best for our Spyropoulites and our school in this new school year! 

I would like to end with a beautiful poem that one of our teachers shared with me, and now I 
would like to share with you. It reflects the thoughts and feelings of our current situation and it 
reminds us that at the center of everything we do is our children. We do it all for them.  

Καλή Σχολική Χρονιά! 

Sincerely,  

Mary Tzallas 
Principal 

Back to school this year is ideal for NO ONE. 
Not for teachers. 
Not for parents. 
Hybrid is not ideal. 
Virtual is not ideal. 
Face-to-face in the midst of a pandemic is not ideal. 

For every kid who is anxious to get back to the classroom, there is another who has anxiety about 
returning. 

For every parent who wonders, 
“How am I going to manage this?” 
There is a teacher wondering, 
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“How am I going to manage this?” 
Often, a person wears both titles. 

For every kindergarten parent who is sad that this is how their child will begin their education, 
there is a parent of a senior who is bummed that this is how their child will end theirs. 

For every person angry about their child having to wear a mask, there is a person who is petrified 
their immune-compromised family member will get ill.  

Life has thrown us a huge curveball. 
A plot twist if you will. 
It will not be easy. 
We will be challenged. 
We will get frustrated. 

I hope we rise to the occasion. 
I hope we help one another. 
We will all need help. 
I hope we treat each other with grace. 
We will all need grace. 
I hope we realize that at the end of the day, our kids need us to be the light. 
Set the tone. 
See the good. 
Take a really unfortunate situation and do our best to make it okay. 
For them. 
For us. 

~ Stephanie Krause 
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