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September 3, 2021 

Dear William Spyropoulos Families, 

  

I hope this letter finds you all well and safe, and I hope that you all enjoyed a relaxing, fulfilling 

summer with your loved ones.  

 

On behalf of our Pastor, Father Paul Palesty, our Parish President, Mr. Paul Misthos, our School 

Board President, Mrs. Georgia Athanasopoulos, our Assistant Principal, Mrs. Georgia Kakivelis, our 

faculty and staff, I welcome you all to the 2021-2022 school year. Even though the start of this 

school year is not as ideal as we had hoped for in June, it is still a start that fills us with optimism, 

hope, and promise that life is getting better and the little things that make us happy are finding their 

way back into our lives.  

 

Despite the fact that Covid-19 and, more specifically the Delta variant, is looming over us, we will 

make every effort to resume our school events and activities following all appropriate guidelines that 

will ensure the health and safety of our school population. As we cross this threshold of this new 

school year, we would like to start with the promise that we will do everything in our power to give 

our students a year filled with intellectual advancements, social growth and beautiful memories in a 

safe environment.  

 

Our devoted and caring teachers have been working very hard these past two weeks so that they are 

ready to welcome their students and address the individual social, emotional and academic needs of 

each and every one of our Spyropoulites. Our maintenance crew has been working hard all summer 

long to get the building clean and ready for the new year. Our dedicated office staff has been working 

around the clock this past week to welcome new families, finalize registration, order supplies, update 

student records and prepare schedules so that we are ready for the first day of school. In addition, the 

administration has finalized the class lists. We would like to remind you all that a great deal of time, 

effort and thought has gone into the process of student placement for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Careful consideration was given to teachers’ input and students’ learning styles. Class lists have been 

made so they reflect an academic and social balance. Keeping that in mind, please understand that 

moving students is very difficult without causing a disruption to that balance. I thank you in advance 

for being cooperative in helping your child understand that it is not always possible to place students 

with all their friends or a preferred teacher. We are all a family, and we all work together to make 

school a place where we all get along and accept each other while striving to make it a very positive 

experience for all. It is important that we promote a school climate that is inclusive and all-

embracing.  Please remember that it can take a few days for a child to adjust to a new school, grade, 

group and teacher so please be encouraging and positive. We look forward to working with you and 

making this year a great one for all of our students.  

 

As we welcome the new school year, we would also like to welcome some beautiful new additions to 

our faculty- teachers who come with promise, enthusiasm and a passion for what they do. We are 

very excited to welcome back Mrs. Gloria Rigalos- Chatzidakis who is now one of our Kindergarten  
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teachers. Mrs. Rigalos is known for her loving and nurturing way and for her many years of   

experience with early childhood. We also welcome Ms. Erika Papagianopoulos, a Spyropoulite 

herself; Erika brings a lot of enthusiasm, love and optimism into the classroom, making the 

individual needs of her students her top priority. Mr. Dimitri Florakis will be our new sixth and 

seventh grade English teacher. Dimitri is a driven and compassionate teacher with a strong 

background in English and History and a passion for teaching middle school students. Mr. Gregory 

Veras is our new Physical Education teacher. Gregory comes with many years of experience on all 

levels and a love for coaching students and promoting active participation, teamwork and 

sportsmanship. Mrs. Eleni Ntrivalas is our new Greek teacher with many years of experience in 

administration and teaching and with a strong dedication to instill and nurture a lifelong love of 

Greek in her students. Last but not least, we would like to welcome our beloved Ms. Catechis into 

her new role as a Kindergarten teacher. Ms. Catechis is a very dedicated, hardworking, caring teacher 

who puts the needs of her students first and addresses each and every one of her Spyropoulites as 

individuals and according to their strengths and needs.  

 

The beginning of this new school year is definitely much better than last year’s since we have all 

come back renewed and refreshed after having the opportunity to enjoy a more normal and relaxing 

summer. However, since the threat of COVID is still among us, we would like our families to know 

that in accordance with the Commissioner’s Determination issued pursuant to 10 NYCRR 2.60, any 

person over the age of 2 (including all students, personnel, teachers, administrators, contractors, 

and visitors) must wear masks at all times indoors in school buildings, regardless of vaccination 

status. People do not need to wear masks when eating, drinking and singing. While recommended, 

masks are not required while outside on school grounds.  

 

In addition, please know that there will be no remote instruction. All students will be expected to 

attend school in-person, five days a week. We will be returning to our regular, pre-pandemic routines 

including eating lunch in the Cafeteria, grouping in English, Math and Greek and having Afterschool 

Activities in October.  

 

In order to ensure the smooth and uninterrupted operation of our school, we will also continue to 

 deep clean and disinfect our classrooms and frequently used surfaces and communal spaces 

 keep windows and doors open for proper ventilation in addition to the updated HVAC 

ventilation system that was installed last year 

 remind students to keep safe distance 

 promote proper hygiene by reminding students to sanitize/wash hands regularly 

 limit the entrance to the building of non-essential visitors during school hours 

 report positive cases to the DOH and follow their recommendations on contact tracing and 

quarantines 

 have students spend time outdoors when possible.  
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We ask that you too follow the safety guidelines at home and remember to monitor your child’s 

health. If your child develops any flulike/COVID symptoms, please keep him/her home and contact 

your healthcare provider immediately. Please be assured that the health and safety of our students and 

teachers are always our priority, and everything we do and plan is to ensure a smooth transition back 

to school in a safe, warm, welcoming environment.  

 

We will continue to monitor the situation and be in constant contact with the State and Local Health 

Organizations to share with you the most updated guidelines and adjust our policies if needed.  

 

Here at Wm. Spyropoulos, we highly value positive home/school communication as it is a vital and 

integral part of a student’s success, so let’s all work together to do what is best for our Spyropoulites 

and our school. We are counting on your support and cooperation. May we have a safe, rewarding, 

happy school year! Καλή Χρόνια!  

 

Sincerely,  

Mary Tzallas 

Principal  


